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, o |g nzib ar: President Karume’s demand that the 
NASA spaee tracking station be removed by 1 May is 
me latest step in the regime's effort to eliminate all 
Western presence from the island. 

An American official's statement, to the New York 
press pointing out the threat that Zanzibar poses to 
mainland East Africa was the pretext for the action. 
Actually members of the present government have 
been agitating for several years for the station's re- 

IXlOVcLlo 

Foreign Minister Babu still appears to be in con- 
trol despite minor differences developing within the 
regime's pro-Communist phalanx. His well-placed 
lieutenants and network of informers should be able 
to neutralize any serious opposition. 

The leadership of the new army is dominated by 
Communist-trained extremists loyal to Babu. (f&bn- 
struction of a military base about four miles scmth 

nf ? h “, t0Wn 1S receivin g high priority, and part 
of the Soviet arms shipment has been moved there. 

The Armys nucleus- -about 500 men-is starting 
training under Soviet instructors^ 1 " “~ 
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India ; |ffigh-level sessions of the Indian Commu- 
nist Party opening tomorrow may produce a formal 
party split along "left-right" line^P 

(^So-called "left" and "right" factions of the Indian 
party have been at odds for years. In the past few 
weeks, however, anti-Soviet "left" elements have 
united in a vigorous effort to oust party chairmar 
S. A. Dange, a long-time "rightist" labor lead^ 

She "leftists" have seized upon a recently dis- 
covered letter, allegedly written by Dange while in 
prison in 1J24, offering to work for the British secu- 
rity serviqgj/ 

(]gie "leftists" are threatening to leave the party 
if their effort fails, while Dange has proposed dis- 
ciplinary action- -including expulsion of five leaders -- 
against them. Dange’s harder line may have been en- 
couraged by Moscow, whence he has just returned to 
India}] 

[|Soviet pronouncements in the past week opening 
a new counteroffensive against Peiping suggest that 
Moscow has decided to urge pro -Soviet foreign Com- 
munist leaders to expel pro- Chinese "renegades and 
splitters" from their parties| 


6 April Pravda article by the leader of the pro- 
Soviet Ceylonese Communist Party claimed that his 
party "has become stronger b v c leansing itself of the 
opportunist and venal elementspT 

Undia’s Communists have a long history of blur- 
ring their divisions and avoiding irrevocable schisms, 
but they will be hard put to find a basis for compro- 
mise this tim^ 

(continued) 
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$5 they do split, 
tainxontrol of the party organs, 


Dange’s group will probably re- 
but the CPI will lose 
some of its more dynamic elements. A formal split 
also would probably result in the formation of a rival 


party 
position] 


of 


:o ring the Chinese Communists’ ideological 
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Laos : The Communists appear to have deployed 
a sizable conce ntration of troops into southern Laos 
during March. |have re- 

ported the movement of an estimated 2,000 to 3,000 
men- -many identified as North Vietnamese --from the 
region east of Thakhek southeast to the Muong Phine 
area. This area serves as a base for Communist 
operations in the southern Laos - South Vietnam bo r- 
der region — / \ 


Britain- Cuba : British shipowner Basil Mlvfoleon 
has asked the US to consider his January undertaking 
to withdraw his ships from the Cuban trade "suspended" 
because of the continuing US longshoremen’s boycott 
of one of his ships, despite its removal from the US 
blacklist. He s;ays, however, that he will hold off tem- 
porarily pending further efforts to end the boycott. 

The embassy reports that several other shipowners 
would probably withdraw the ir ships from the Cuban 
trade except for the boycott \ 
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*Dominican Republic: The status of triumvirate 
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member Ramon Tapia, cum 
resign, remains uncertain. 

sntly under pressure to 



Tapia on 6 April 


25X6 


renegea on an earlier promise to step down and tried 
unsuccessfully to commandeer military backing in 
order to remain in office, Tapia's resignation, how- 
ever, appears likely to beiforthcoming shortly. His 
colleagues are already under heavy political pres- 
sure regarding the choice of his successor. / 
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